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Worse Than Watergate: The Secret Presidency of George W. Bush

by John W. Dean
$14.95 Warner Books ISBN-10: 0446694835

The most facile presidential comparison one could make for George W. Bush would be his father, who presided over a
war in Iraq and a struggling economy. Some "neocons” reject the parallel and compare Bush to his father's predecessor,
Ronald Reagan, citing a plainspoken quality and a belief in deep tax cuts. But John Dean goes further back, seeing in Bush
all the secrecy and scandal of Dean's former boss, the notorious Richard Nixon. The difference, as the title of Dean's book
indicates, is that Bush is a heck of a lot worse. While the book provides insightful snippets of the way Nixon used to do
business, it offers them to shed light on the practices of Bush. In Dean's estimation, the secrecy with which Bush and Dick
Cheney govern is not merely a preferred system of management but an obsessive strategy meant to conceal a deeply
troubling agenda of corporate favoritism and a dramatic growth in unchecked power for the executive branch that put
at risk the lives of American citizens, civil liberties, and the Constitution. Dean sets out to make his point by drawing
attention to several areas about which Bush and Cheney have been tight-lipped: the revealing by a "senior White House
official” of the identity of an undercover CIA operative whose husband questioned the administration, the health of
Cheney, the identity of Cheney's energy task force, the information requested by the bi-partisan 9/11 commission, Bush's
business dealings early in his career, the creation of a "shadow government”, wartime prisoners held at Guantanamo Bay,
and scores more. He theorizes that the truth about these and many other situations, including the decision to go to war in
Iraq, will eventually surface and that Bush and Cheney's secrecy is a thus far effective means of keep a lid on a rapidly
multiplying set of lies and scandals that far outstrip the misdeeds that led directly to Dean's former employer resigning in
disgrace. Dean's charges are impassioned and more severe than many of Bush's most persistent critics. But those charges
are realized only after careful reasoning and steady logic by a man who knows his way around scandal and corruption. --

John Moe

Blind Into
Baghdad

Blind Into Baghdad: America's War in Iraq

by James Fallows
$13.95 Vintage ISBN-10: 0307277968 ISBN-13: 978-0307277961

Fallows' series of articles for the Atlantic Monthly between 2002 and 2005 that won the magazine a National Magazine
Award are collected in this book, offering a backward look on the analysis that criticized the administration’s plan for a
preemptive war in Iraq and its woefully inadequate planning for the aftermath of war. Fallows' article "The Fifty-first
State,"” published in November 2002, conveyed the complexity of dealing with Iraq after the war and the likelihood that
the responsibility would be long term and consuming. The collection examines the questionable reports of Iraqg's cache of
weapons of mass destruction and how the administration could have known of the internal tensions within Iraq that would
make managing the occupation extremely difficult. Fallows explores why Iraq has no army two years after the invasion
and the threats posed by Iran. The collection provides an interesting perspective on the war, looking back on what was
anticipated with uncanny accuracy, which raises even more questions about the administration’s inability to foresee the
difficulties of occupying Iraq. Footnotes provide additional information, background, and commentary since the articles
first appeared.
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A A m Second Chance: Three Presidents and the Crisis of American Superpower

BI;;IEEIHIII::KI by Zbigniew Brzezinski
$26.95 Basic Books ISBN-10: 0465002528 ISBN-13: 978-0465002528

From the most highly respected analyst of foreign policy writing today, a story of wasted opportunity and squandered
prestige: a critique of the last three U.S. presidents’ foreign policy.

America's most distinguished commentator on foreign policy, former National Security Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski,
offers a reasoned but unsparing assessment of the last three presidential administrations’ foreign policy. Though spanning
less than two decades, these administrations cover a vitally important turning point in world history: the period in which
the United States, having emerged from the Cold War with unprecedented power and prestige, managed to squander
both in a remarkably short time. This is a tale of decline: from the competent but conventional thinking of the first Bush
administration, to the well-intentioned self-indulgence of the Clinton administration, to the mortgaging of America's
future by the "suicidal statecraft” of the second Bush administration. Brzezinski concludes with a chapter on how
America can regain its lost prestige. This scholarly yet highly opinionated book is sure to be both controversial and
influential.

’. The Mighty and the Almighty: Reflections on America, God, and World Affairs

by Madeleine Albright
$14.95 Harper Perennial ISBN-10: 0060892587 ISBN-13: 978-0060892586

Secretary of State under President Clinton and a devout Catholic (with recently discovered Jewish roots), Albright
(Madam Secretary) is especially qualified to tackle the thorny subject of the role of faith in international relations. In a
remarkably accessible, even breezy style, she looks at these issues in light of recent history both abroad and at home,
from the religious fundamentalism that led to the ouster of the shah of Iran to the invasion of Iraq and American hope
that a political culture can emerge there that integrates democracy and Islam. But Albright also looks critically at
President Bush, an evangelical Christian who invokes God in the name of fighting "evil." In this ambitious, thoughtful, and
wide-ranging treatment, Albright deftly balances the pragmatic need to confront religious-based unrest and the
idealistic need to temper one's own personal beliefs in the public realm. While fully acknowledging the threat al- Qaeda
poses, Albright rejects the notion that a "clash of civilizations” is in progress and wisely calls for care and nuance in how
America approaches international confrontations that are tinged with religion.



